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Foreword 
On November 9, 2021, I formally adopted the Wisconsin Essential Elements for Social Studies. This new set of alternate 
academic achievement standards provides a foundational framework that identifies what students with the most 
significant cognitive disabilities should know and be able to do in social studies. 

The adoption of the Wisconsin Essential Elements for Social Studies was part of a concerted effort led by Wisconsin 
educators and stakeholders. These dedicated individuals shared their expertise in social studies and special education, and 
in teaching students from kindergarten through grade 12. As part of Wisconsin’s Academic Standards review and revision 
process, the public and legislature provided feedback for the writing committee to consider. 

Social studies is composed of deep and enduring understandings, content, inquiry, concepts, and skills from the fields of 
geography, history, political science and civics, economics, and the behavioral sciences. Social studies prepares our young 

people to be college, career, and community ready. These standards emphasize the concept of inquiry in the social studies classroom and encourage 
teachers and districts to provide meaningful ways for students to be civically engaged in their communities. 

The knowledge and skills described in these standards provide an authentic, real-world framework for social studies learning experiences. 

The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction will continue to build on this work to support implementation of the standards with resources for 
the field. I am excited to share the Wisconsin Essential Elements for Social Studies, which aim to build social studies skills, knowledge, and 
engagement opportunities for Wisconsin students with the most significant cognitive disabilities. 

Dr. Jill Underly  
State Superintendent 
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